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By WILLIAM GREIDER 


T HE NATION'S leading newspapers have made 
.themselves Into important adjuncts of the 
business of selling Watergate hooks, much the way 
television talk shows have lent themselves to the 
merchandising of self-improvement books. You al- 
ready know from reading The Post and The New 
York Times and the weekly news magazines that 
you must go out and buy Haldemanfa new book. 

This urgent message has been conveyed in the 
size of the headlines, the breathless promises of the 
gossip items, the length and tone of those articles 
which debate the merits of Haldeman's “sensational 
revelations.” People will go out and buy a, hook 
which draws excited front-page notices, a . book 
which skillfully creates its own aura of intrigue and 
which sets the titans of the press to arguing among 
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scandal, 

Watergate Is the most successfully merchandised 
aeandal in the history of the republic'— which proves 
once again the power of the press, even as it erodes 
its credibility. There Is credit for everyone in the 
J business, but newspapers have done more than their 
share to see that convicted felons become wealthy 
authors. Hit Hajdeman, who was so despised by the 
press originally, wUl be laughing ah the way to the 
bank (though he cannot actually go to bank until he 
gets out of prison). : J ■ * ’ 

This merchandising process has one final step to 
ft, this review, in which the careful reader is quietly , 
* Infonnedt back in the book pages, that HE. Hal- 
deman's new book Is, notwithstanding the front- 
page headlines, the delicious gossip and contro- 
versy, a fraud* The review win have very little effect 
on sales, but it makes everyone feel clean. 

The book Is a fraud. That is a terrible thing to say 
, about anyone's book, but Haldeman's Is fraudulent 
in terms of its own self-proclaimed virtues. The ad- 
vertisements, drawing largely upon the hype from, 
the newspapers, promise us a book studded with 
sensational revelations,: a hook of lasting historical 
' value, and one which offers absorbing reading* ■ 

It is none of the above, in my judgment. 

As one of the legions who spent nearly two yean 
Immersed in the complicated minutiae of Waterg- 
ate, I could not find anything in this hook which aP’ 
ten that story of criminal conspiracy in the White 




“Watergate is the most successfully 
\ merchandised scandal in the history of 
the republic-^tvhich proves once again 
the power of the . press, eben as it ero- 
des its Credibility” 
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House, unless one fa willing somehow to accept Hal* 
deman's bilious speculations as fact. It seems to me a 
bit late to trade on half-baked speculations^ espe- 
cially from a man who worked so hard to conceal* 
the facts. It is now almost five years since Haldeman. 
went over the side, ample time for him to get the 
truth together In his own head. 

Instead of new light, Haldemau Is selling more 
shadows. Rumors, conspiracy theories, Imagined 
conversations, midnight ruminations from hfa jail- 
house cell. Every convict re-tries hfa' case in prison 
and, little wonder, he is usually acquitted, once his 
imagination discovers the missing evidence which 
would have persuaded the jury or fingered the real 
culprits who should he sitting in his place. This fa 
what Haldeman’s book is about— jailhouse rumina- 
tions on what might have been. It fa as honest with 

■ ( Continued on page E4) 



themselves over the ethical rules for marketing a 
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the facts as Haldeman was when be 
was serving President Nixon In the 
Wnite House. 

For historical purposes, Kcontri- 
butes only confusion. The book Is a 
compendium of every prurient theory 
“jnone of them proved in fact. It asks 
the reader to indulge with H.R. the 

E^l| y that 11 w as not the Nixon 
White House which was responsible 

;?Jl t ^ e ir ous crimea but someone 
else, the CIA or the Democratic Party 
Itself or perhaps an evil virus in the air 
of Washington. H.R. offers these will- 
fully, scattered through his tumbled 
narrative like glowworms of hope* But 
of course he cannot embrace them to- 
tally because he has no new facts to ad- 
vanes. 

,nbs| diaiy of The 
New York Times, which asserts a 
reverence for historical doemnenta- 
tton, has published a book without an 
Index It has three or four throat-clear- 
ing introductions, dedications and 
apologia from Haldeman, but no 
index. This Indicates to me that the' 
publisher doesn’t expect the book to 
shelf when the to- 
portant histories are written in future 
generations. 

The last claim for the book — that it 
Is good readfng-fleems to me the most 

strained. I don’t know how many times 
people want to hear this story of 
Watergate, but H.IUs version la among 
the least felicitous— an often-told tale, 


badly told once more. Jt relies princi- 
pally on old and familiar materials, the 
Eryte hearings on television (where 
Haldeman committed perfury), the 
White House tape transcripts (where 
the true nature, of these men was so 
compelling^ revealed) and even other 
previous Watergate book®. 





Yet Haldeman and his writer have 
chosen to assume such a dense know- 
ledge of Watergate facts on the pari of 
ESSP- 1 hisaccount will 
Vnmdable to anyone who 

22^1-2* 2 h ! * 0f * bJttaateiy, In- 
book delivers Self-conscious 
andthen ’ t0 th< we addicts 
whom Haldeman warmly addresses as 

liW. ?h B3te - bUffs ’’ ' R so «“ds a little 
hke those memoirs from aging film 

gether try Dg ° keep the fan dubs to- 

thh wv*” begim,ing t0 sense that 
this book made me mad. I confess it 
dW. It revived that old kernel of anger 

shf^ 1 th0Ught was P ast > widely 
0Utrage sssoeiated with that 
terrible passage of history, when Hal- 
i e “P “ d bis minions were offering 
the American people the most blatant 

^ de ^!2 dlng aes to «w their pe-’ 
cullar behavior. The shredding of evi- 
dence, criminal bribes paid from 
secret slush funds, the slick engineer- 
ing of perjury, the eager manipulation 

of. governmental machinery for ner- 
tonal political Benefit, y 
Yes, Haldeman expresses rearets 
and second thoughts. He wishes they 
5JS" ^ g8 differently. He wish* 
iwticulariy that he had not been 

Sft “l d *“» t0 prison - Bllt 1116 

operative tone of the hook is catty and 
the mode is manipulative, much like 
the way the truth was used when Hal- 
deman was in the White House. 

coXion? taStanqe ' 1S toedepthof » 


th ” 1 ,™ atwgate been handled 
through the usual White House staff 

would Mver hsve happened 
***** P !ace - And even If it hap; 
pened, it would have been handled In 

it U e C ventT Uy 7«ame'' the 

Freely translated: If we responsible 
managers at the White House had 
been in charge of those crazies, we 
ytouid never have let them do a bur 
g ary. Alternately, if they did a bub- 
giary, we would have done a better lob 

of covering their tracks. 

That sounds mildly plausible until 
one steps back and remembers that 
the burglary squad was assembled 

origin a ll y under aegla of Haideman’s 

2*“ ted *{J® system." Liddy and his 
brothers did burglaries for the White 
House-has Haldeman forgotten ’-be- 
fore they were transferred to the cam; 
paign committee where they did more 
burglaries. Tbe transfer was 
authorized by Haldeman. He sent them 

deniaadillg hotter re* 
suits. His files were leaded with their 
intelligence reports. These were 
among the first documents shredded 
afterwards. 

So Haldeman is still stuck on the 
same contradiction which made his 
testimony so hard to believe in the 
summer of .73. He wants friends and 
tons to belieye that he really didn’t 


■ bwui tuese scandalous 

activities, a claim of Innocence which 
competes with his boasts as an effec* 
live manager. He is either dumb or he 
is a bar. The Jury decided he was not 
dumb. 

. This Is what is most irritating, that 
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